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Employee Recognition Ideas

Recognition is increasingly important to attract and retain the best talent. 
According to a Gallup survey, “Employees who do NOT feel adequately 
recognized are twice as likely to say they’ll quit in the next year.”

While recognizing your employees is important, doing so doesn’t need to be 
complicated or expensive. In fact, there are plenty of ways to say “thanks” 
for free! We’ve put together a list of ten free or low cost ways to show your 
employees appreciation for their contributions to your organization.
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1. Happy Birthday!

Whether it’s calling out a team member’s birthday 
during a meeting, sending a card, or sending an email, 
wishing employees a “Happy Birthday” is a simple way 
to show you care.
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2. Thank You Call

Did an employee go above and beyond? Complete a task 
quickly? Give them a call just to say “thanks.” 
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3. Time Off

Reward employees with leaving an hour early / starting an 
hour late. For an especially big “thanks,” give them a day off!
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4. Meeting Call Out

Recognize a job well done during a company meeting. Encourage 
peer-to-peer recognition, too!
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5. Work Anniversaries

Keep track of your team’s work anniversaries, and use 
the occasion to thank them for their contributions to the 
organization. 

CONGRATS
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6. Pets

Working in a shared space? Have a day where your team 
can bring their dogs to work. For remote teams, invite 
employees to share pet photos.
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7. Acknowledge Personal Achievements

Did a member of your team recently run a marathon? Complete 
coursework to learn a new language? Congratulate them!
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8. Lunch

Whether it’s a one-on-one lunch in real life or a gift card for 
takeout, treating a team member to lunch is an affordable 
way to say “thanks.” (Bonus points if the lunch is at your 
employee’s favorite restaurant!)
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9. Charitable Donation

Does your employee have a favorite cause or charitable organization? 
Make a donation in their name to show your appreciation.
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10. Personalized Gift

A thoughtful gift can go a long way in showing employee 
appreciation. Whether it’s something related to a favorite 
sports team, author, or even TV show, there are plenty of 
ways to say “thank you” with a small gift. 
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11. BONUS: kudos

HR Cloud’s Workmates allows any employee to give a peer 
a digital “high five” to recognize an achievement or the great 
work they do every day. With our kudos feature, employees 
can praise other workers, compliment their effort, and let 
everyone else know how great they are. All of this helps 
create a culture focused on teamwork and excellence.

Workmates Self-Guided Tour

Choose a Badge

SAVEBACKCANCEL

Give gi' points (Op/onal)

Available Points: 45 ptsGi' points will be sent to user a'er approved.

New BadgePosi9vity Innova'on HumorThanks Hard Work

Thanks to the employees who par1cipated in today’s team building ac1vity. 
We had a lot of fun today. Everyone did great job : )

 #hardwork #teamwork

KUDOS

+1

Shawn Mimi  Thanks Ali

September 4 at 10:33 am
Maya Moore gave a Kudos to Marc Edwards, Eliza Malone and Qasim Sparks 

https://www.hrcloud.com/products/company-intranet-employee-recognition-software
https://www.hrcloud.com/products/company-intranet-employee-recognition-software
https://www.hrcloud.com/workmates-self-guided-tour


hrcloud.com10 Free / Low Cost Employee Recognition Ideas

Interested in learning more about how to improve 
your organization’s HR? Curious if HR Cloud can 
enhance your company’s culture?

Book a Free Demo

GIFT CARDS (3) CUSTOM REWARDS (3) TIME OFF REWARDS (3)

AVAILABLE REWARDS (12) VIEW ALL

28PTS

YOUR WALLET REDEEM POINTS

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Donec mollis ut 
dolor sed varius. Fusce luctus enim nec dui #thanksSerena

Saturday Sep 28 11:30 am
Thanks

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Donec mollis ut 
dolor sed varius. Fusce luctus enim nec dui #thanksSerena

Saturday Sep 28 11:30 am
Office Culture

YOUR RECENTLY KUDOS (2) VIEW ALL

THIS MONTH ALL TIME

1Developer
Issac Howarth

1Developer
Issac Howarth

1Developer
Issac Howarth

1Developer
Issac Howarth

1Developer
Issac Howarth

LEADERBOARD DEPARTMENT

May 5 at 10:00 am
Ann Abal 

An Original Burger Bartender 
mixes and serves alcoholic…
 non-alcoholic drinks to guests 
SEE MORE

+1

Carl Alyssia Sofia 

 Thanks

May 5 at 10:00 am
Ann Abal 

An Original Burger Bartender 
mixes and serves alcoholic…
 non-alcoholic drinks to guests 
SEE MORE

+1

Carl Alyssia Sofia 

 Thanks

LATEST KUDOS (3) VIEW ALL

Feed

Heidi Condo
8 hours ago

22 3 622 3 6

Comment ShareLike

EMPLOYEE ADVOCACY

View Announcement

Job Opening — So0ware Development
Today’s onboarding solu4ons may surprise you. They’ve 
evolved far beyond the early days of automa4on and 
now offer personalized experiences, employee engag…

KUDOS

+1

David  Jennifer Lily 

 Thanks 

The Devl’s Gate Resevoir Restora4on team 
moved 271 truck loads of sediment today 

while maintaining safe, clean streats around 
the project site. Hiking and equestrian trails 
are reopened to the public! #publicworks 

#hardwork #teamwork

Daniel Hernandez gave a Kudos to 
Jennifer, Lily, and David

10 minutes ago

What's on your mind?

10 people are out +4

Feed ChatTasksPeopleDashboard

9:419:41
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